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UNDP’s GEF-financed Portfolio
In 2015, 82% of UNDP-supported GEF–

financed projects (244 projects) reported 

working with CSOs (includes medium and full size 

projects under implementation for at least one year).

This ranges from large NGOs, such as IUCN, to 

local CSOs such as the Mexican Solar Energy 

Association (ANES) and the Zambia Climate 

Change Network

Of this cohort, 44% (107 projects) report working with 

indigenous peoples, including CSOs such as the Lake 

Piso Conservation Forum and local indigenous 

peoples organizations targeting women and youth.

CSOs are strategic project partners; 

engagement ranges from serving as 

project executing partners, providing 

critical co-financing, supporting specific 

project activities and increasing 

community engagement.
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UNDP’s GEF-financed Portfolio
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CSO Network Review

Working relationship with SGP implemented by UNDP that 

facilitates country level engagement of CSOs

• Communities Connect Platform

• CSO-Government Dialogue Platform

Conclusion 2 (item 237): the CSO Network - Agency 

connection remains largely unexplored, in both directions
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CSO Network Review – “Communities Connect”

• In collaboration with SGP 

“Communities Connect” provides 

platform for Network to provide 

knowledge exchange service

Conclusion 4 (item 250): The GEF CSO 

Network website is used by its membership as a 

central “notice board” for CSO Network 

members, and as a means of maintaining secure 

transactions with Network leadership but without 

knowledge exchange features. The 

recommendation is that: “the Network should 

explore new applications to complement the 

website’s “notice board” function.” 

Are you an NGO or Community-Based Organization with 
innovative solutions for climate change mitigation and 
adaptation that others can learn from?

SHARE THEM, HELP OTHERS 
AND GET YOURACTIONS KNOWN IN

Communities Connect

CommunitiesConnect isaneasy to useplatform designed to share theknowledge 
generated by civil societyandcommunity –basedorganizations.

Sharingyour knowledge products (reports,case studies, factsheets, brochures, videos, 
photoswith captions, etc.)isasimple process:

1. Register in http:// data.communitiesconnect.net/ user/register
2. Uploadand tagyour knowledgeproduct

3. Share

Follow thisvideoto seee a livedemonstration on howto do it.
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CSO Network Review

“CSO-Government Dialogue Platform”

• In collaboration with SGP “CSO-Government Dialogue Platform” 

initiative aims to facilitate the Network’s effective “engagement 

with country governments through the GEF focal points”

Conclusion 2: The CSO Network’s activities are distant from the country 

level where GEF projects make their mark and from where the majority 

of Network CSOs operate. As such, the Network’s is compromised in its 

ability to inform Council with country perspectives
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CSO Network Review – Greater involvement of IPs

and other priority stakeholders

• SGP can support the Network and IPAG in implementing this 

recommendation: by collectively “gathering the needed 

feedback to and from the Network’s IP constituencies”

• SGP has placed priority support for IPs and has initiated wide 

networking with IPs and IP organizations for relevant grant 

projects, and for its IP Fellowship initiative

Recommendation 4 (item 264): With the emergence of the IPAG, the IPFP 

role in the Network should endeavor to work more closely with this group so 

that both parties can mutually reinforce prominent issues, the Network 

through its observer role at Council and collectively bring in more 

participation of important regional umbrella IP organizations. The geographic 

of the IPFP role is unrealistic in its reach and should be buttressed by this 

greater cooperation with IPAG to fulfill the role of gathering the needed 

feedback to and from the Network’s IP constituencies
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CSO Network Review

SGP is also prioritizing support 

and networking for women as 

well as the youth sector, which 

the Network can also utilize to 

expand its links to these 

Network priority stakeholders
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CSO Network Review

• The close collaboration between SGP and the Network 

in various initiatives requires the management of 

conflict of interest issues

• Guidelines will need to be developed to this effect
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THANK YOU


